
FY2014 LAND and PARC grant programs 

Questions and Answers 

 

Q.  Are appraisal costs reimbursable? 

A.  No, because they occur before a contract has been awarded to a grant recipient. 

 

Q.  If my community’s Open Space and Recreation Plan expires during the grant’s 

contract period, am I still eligible for funding? 

A.  Yes.  As long as the OSRP is up-to-date at the time of the grant application, the community 

is eligible for funding. 

 

Q.  The words “timeline” and “schedule” are both used in the LAND grant 

application.  Do they mean the same thing? 

A.  Yes. 

 

Q.  Should the project budget only include expenses that are eligible for 
reimbursement? 

A.  The budget can include all expenses, but should clearly identify those that are ineligible.  

There is a sample budget included in the PARC RFR that can be used for reference.  LAND 

applicants should refer to the list of eligible expenditures on page six of the RFR. 

 

Q.  May a community submit multiple applications to the PARC grant program? 

A.  A community may submit as many applications as it chooses.  However, it is worth noting 

that the Secretary may choose to award only one grant per community. 

 

Q.  To satisfy the 100 car parking requirement for PARC applications in towns with 

less than 35,000 in population, can the parking be on multiple sites? 

A.  Yes as long as the parking spaces are all within walking distance to the park. 

 

Q.  Are parks on school land eligible for PARC grant funding? 

A.  No.  PARC grants are for land that is dedicated to park and recreation purposes under 

Chapter 45 Section 3. 

 

Q.  If an architect has already been chosen for a PARC grant project, must the 

community rebid the job after being awarded a PARC grant? 

A.  No.  As long as the community has followed state procurement rules, there is no need to 

rebid. 

 

Q.  Are conservation acquisitions next to dedicated parkland eligible for funding? 

A.  Yes. 

 

Q.  If the redevelopment authority has purchased land, is that municipally-owned 

land? 

A.  You should check the agreement that the redevelopment authority has with your 

community to see what the answer is to this question.  In many cases, redevelopment 

authorities can act on behalf of the municipal government. 



 

Q.  What is enhanced outreach in Environmental Justice (EJ) neighborhoods? 

A.  Enhanced outreach involves a number of items, depending on what type of EJ criteria are 

met in that neighborhood.  If the neighborhood is non-English speaking, then outreach should 

be done in the appropriate language(s).  If the neighborhood is minority and/or low income, the 

applicant should focus on informing the neighbors of all public meetings that are held.  This can 

include direct mail, hanging signs in local businesses and/or gathering places, such as the library, 

city/town hall, post office, stores, etc.   

 

Q.  Is there a separate pot of funding for PARC and LAND grants? 

A.  Yes.  Each grant program has its own budget. 

 

Q.  What is the percent of applications that were funded last year? 

A.  PARC grants were awarded to just over 50% of the applicants.  LAND grants were awarded 

to just under 50% of the applicants. 

 
Q.  Did all of the PARC applications that were awarded funding in FY13 receive 

points for EJ? 

A.  No. 

 

Q.  Are core and priority habitat the same? 

A.  The terminology for classifying habitat lands has changed from previous years.  The FY14 

LAND grant application asks only for information using BioMap 2, which identifies Core Habitat 

and Critical Natural Landscape, and the TNC Resilient Sites for Terrestrial Conservation.  

Information on the classification of your property under other classification systems is not 

requested and will not be used in evaluation of applications.  

 

Q.  What are climate change “resilient sites”? 

A.  These are sites that have been identified by The Nature Conservancy as important for 

climate change adaptation.  More information and maps for use is available on the LAND 

website at http://www.mass.gov/eea/grants-and-tech-assistance/grants-and-loans/dcs/grant-

programs/massachusetts-local-acquisitions-for-natural.html.  Files for download are available to 

be used in GIS or Google Earth. 

 

Q.  Should a Conservation Restriction (CR) be submitted at the same time as the 

grant application? 

A.  If your project is to purchase a CR, it should be submitted with your LAND application as 

well as under separate cover to Nicole Sicard, for legal review.  If your application is to acquire 

a property in fee, over which a CR will be conveyed (as for instance is required by use of 

Community Preservation Act funds), you do not need to include a copy of the draft CR in your 

application.  Send a draft CR with an application for EEA legal review to Nicole Sicard.  Contact 

information is included in the RFR. 

 

Q.  Is camping allowed on LAND grant properties? 

A.  Tent camping is a permissible passive recreational use, however, communities may choose 

whether or not to allow tent camping on LAND-funded property in their town.  

http://www.mass.gov/eea/grants-and-tech-assistance/grants-and-loans/dcs/grant-programs/massachusetts-local-acquisitions-for-natural.html
http://www.mass.gov/eea/grants-and-tech-assistance/grants-and-loans/dcs/grant-programs/massachusetts-local-acquisitions-for-natural.html


 

Q.  Can the municipal vote happen after the grant award? 

A.  It may, but must occur before the end of the calendar year, so keep that in mind if you have 

only one Town Meeting per year. 

 

Q.  For PARC grants, is the grant award maximum $400,000 per year or per 

project? 

A.  PARC grant awards are for a maximum of $400,000 per project, so year 1’s design and year 

2’s construction budget should total $400,000. 

 

Q.  Can indoor recreation facilities be built on PARC grant land? 

A.  No.  PARC grants are for outdoor recreation and the site must be reserved for outdoor 

recreation in perpetuity. 

 

Q.  Can a community apply for a PARC grant on land that was purchased with a 

LAND grant? 
 A.  No.  LAND grants are for properties that are dedicated to conservation under Chapter 40 

Section 8c.  PARC grants are for properties that are dedicated to recreation under Chapter 45 

Section 3.  Transferring conservation land to recreation land would be considered a conversion. 

 

Q.  Can rain gardens be built on PARC grant properties? 

A.  Yes. 

 

Q.  How can you determine how many people live within one mile of a property? 

A.  You can find this information through the U.S. Census Bureau.  The Census’s webpage is 

www.census.gov.  The question is seeking an approximate number. 

 

Q.  Can you use a LAND or PARC grant to acquire a brownfield? 

A.  PARC and LAND grants can be used to acquire a brownfield, but cannot pay for its cleanup. 

 

Q.  Is a Conservation Restriction (CR) required for all land purchases? 

A.  The LAND and PARC grants do not themselves require conveyance of CRs, however, fee 

acquisitions for which the municipality uses Community Preservation Act (CPA) funds must 

comply with the CPA requirement to convey a CR to an appropriate entity.  Payment of a grant 

award to municipalities using CPA funds will be contingent upon meeting this obligation.  

 

Q.  Can a CR include less than 100% of the subject property? 

A.  If your project is to acquire a fee interest and subsequently convey a CR (as required by 

CPA), the CR must include the entire property.  If your project is to acquire only a CR, it may 

or may not include the entire property. For instance, a town seeking to purchase a CR on a 

family forest may choose to exclude the family’s house from the CR. Preferably, houses, barns, 

and other structures that require different treatment than the rest of the property are included 

in the CR, around which building envelopes are designated , in which such uses are permitted. 

 

Q.  Can a park be built on land that is turtle habitat? 

http://www.census.gov/


A.  All PARC projects must receive all necessary permits, including those from the municipal 

conservation commission and DEP wetlands permits.   

 

Q.  Must prevailing wages be paid to contractors building PARC projects? 

A.  Yes.   

 

Q.  What does park equity mean? 

A.  Park equity refers to looking at the distribution of parks and open spaces in your 

community and identifying where there are gaps so that all residents have equal access to them.   

 

Q.  If the design has not yet been completed on a PARC grant application, is the 

project still eligible? 

A.  Yes.  The first year of PARC grants are for design, so a design need not be completed by 

the application deadline.  However, the design must be far enough along so that the applicant 

can submit a budget. 

 
Q.  Should two abutting parcels be submitted together as one grant application? 

A.  Multi-parcel projects may be submitted as either single or multiple applications.  Applicants 

should use their judgment in determining whether parcels are a good fit (meaning they abut, 

protect the same resource, or have the same owner) to be paired in a single application. 

Unrelated parcels should be separate applications. Contact EEA with specific questions 

pertaining to any potential combined applications.   

 

Q.  When will the FY14 grant decisions be announced? 

A.  Most likely in November, but this is a very tentative timeline. 

 

Q.  What is the FY14 budget for the LAND and PARC grants? 

A.  The FY14 budget has not been announced as of yet.  


